
 
 
 
50 Years of Growth, Memories and Stories – Simsbury Arts and Crafts 
Festival Profile: Gretchen Joy, Newburyport, MA 
 
The Simsbury Woman's Club, in partnership with the Simsbury Junior Woman’s Club, 
will host its 50th Annual Arts and Crafts Festival on Saturday, September 14th and 
Sunday, September 15th. Over 100 artists and craftspeople will be displaying and selling 
their works on Iron Horse Boulevard in Simsbury Center, a unique New England setting. 
Leading up to the event, we will highlight the volunteers, vendors and supporters whose 
roles have created this generational event.  
  
 
How did you become engaged in the festival?  

I've been making American Girl doll clothes since 1996.  My first year, when I was 
looking for fairs in which I might participate, my father learned about the Simsbury 
event, and I applied immediately.  I don't usually travel too far from home for fairs, but I 
came to Simsbury because my father found the festival for me and it sounded different 
than other festivals I have attended.  

Why have you remained engaged over the years?  
 
Mainly because of the connection with my father.  He lived in Greenfield and we would 
stay with him over the festival weekends.  I also enjoy the atmosphere in Simsbury.  I 
like that the women of the club work so hard towards their goal of providing scholarship 
money.  I've been a member of a garden club for over 20 years.  We have a scholarship 
and donate to local causes, but not a dime of our money comes from the public.  In 
Simsbury, it is a tight-knit group that not only wants to entertain people, but also give 
back to the community.  
 
 
 



What is special about this event? What makes it different from other festivals 
similar in nature?  
 
This is the only one I participate in with a fine arts component.  Many festivals are very 
narrow in scope. This one, even though it is arts and crafts, offers something for 
everyone.  Also, it doesn’t get much more New England than Simsbury in the fall.  It’s 
beautiful.  
 
What is your fondest memory?  
 
I have fond memories of a woman named Zita, who played a major organizational role 
when I first became involved with the festival and whose passion and energy made you 
want to come back year after year.  I also have a fond memory of one of the artists that I 
had gotten to know.  He had a large painting of hollyhocks that I admired one year.  The 
next year he still had the same painting on display.  My husband and I took turns 
looking at it both Saturday and Sunday.  Finally, on Sunday afternoon, we decided we 
would buy it.  When I got to the booth to take care of the transaction, another couple 
was just walking away.  They wanted to buy the painting, but the wife of the artist told 
them it had been sold.  This was before I had even told her we had made a 
decision.  She gave me a discount, even though this came as a surprise to her 
husband.  We have the painting hanging over our mantel. It always makes me smile.  
 
Why is this so important to the Simsbury community?  Why should people 
exhibit/attend/volunteer?  
 
The proceeds of the festival go to a scholarship for a local student and that is such a meaningful 
impact.  Without this festival, there would be no scholarship and a loss of community.  I expect it 
will go on for at least another 50 years!  
 
For more information, go to www.simsburywomansclub.org 
For questions, e-mail simsburyartsandcraftsfestival@gmail.com 
 

http://www.simsburywomansclub.org/
mailto:simsburyartsandcraftsfestival@gmail.com

